TIBETAN   FINANCES

293

two head of cattle, or ten head of sheep. The people can
also give, whenever and in such amounts as they choose,
money or goods as voluntary gifts to the state.

"Exclusive of the products of the country paid in to
the government as taxes, the annual revenue in money
amounts to probably 127,000 ounces of silver (about
$177,800). All products and money received as taxes are
stored away in the treasury in the Jo k'ang (in Lh'asa)
and are under the control of three Sha-dso-pa (treasurers).
As to the cloth, incense, and money, received as fines, as
well as the various donations and the half of the estates,
both real and personal, of deceased
persons, they are placed in the
chief treasury under the care of
two other Sha-dso-pa. The Tale
lama draws from these two treas-
uries for governmental and other
expenses.

"The annual expenses of the
Lh'asa government may be esti-
mated as follows: In the first moon
of the-* year the lamas of Potala, as
well as all those from the various
temples and lamaseries of Lh'asa, and from all Anterior
and Ulterior Tibet, amounting to several myriads,1 assem-
ble in the Jo k'ang to read the sacred books for twenty
days. In the second moon there is another gathering at
the Jo k'ang, for the same purpose, which lasts eight
days.2 For these two celebrations some 70,900 ounces of
silver (about $100,000) are used in giving the assembled
lamas money, k'atag, butter, tea, tsamba, etc. Besides this,
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l At Lh'asa alone tliere are over 32,000 lamas.
2 This festival is called Sung cA'tt.